
 

Independent Study                         

Grade 11 or 12 Political Science CPW4U  

 “Crash Course in Jewish History” by Ken Spiro 

The Grade 11 and 12 Political science curriculum focuses on Israel and Jewish 
History this book report reflects this. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components 
are included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “Crash Course in Jewish History” by Ken Spiro. (You can 
find it at any Jewish bookstore, or you may contact the Torah High office to see if 
there any copies of the book available to be borrowed.)  

2) Read the overview. 

3) Read part 1: A man, A family, A nation. 

4) Read part 5: The long road home. 

5) Choose one other part to read. 

6) Write an essay that explains the following: 

1. Write a paragraph briefly describing the author’s intent in writing this book. 
2. Write a paragraph for each of the 3 parts you read, briefly describing their 

content and purpose.  
3. Write at least two paragraphs, with clear examples, of whether or not your 

Torah High studies reflect the material you read.  
4. Give at least ten examples of things that you read that you previously did 

not know, and describe what effect, if any, they had on you.   
5. Write a concluding paragraph reflecting the following: 

a. Your opinion of the overall goal and impact of the book. 
b. Whether or not you plan on reading the book completely and why? 
c. Whether you feel this book is appropriate for teenagers, and 

whether you would suggest that others read this book? 
 
Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you 
receive a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study will be marked 
out of 10 and the mark with comments will be emaile d to you.  


