
 

Independent Study                         

Grade 10 Religious Studies HRE33  

There are THREE book choices you may choose from in order to complete your 
independent Study and earn 10 out of class hours. Choose from one of the following:  

Book Report Choice #1:  

“Gateway to Judaism” by Rabbi Mordechai Becher 

Grade 10 curriculum focuses on the Jewish calendar and this book report reflects this 
Book Title: Gateway to Judaism. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components are 
included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “Gateway to Judaism”, by Rabbi Mordechai Becher, published by 
Artscroll/Mesorah Publications (You can find it at any Jewish bookstore, or you may 
contact the Torah High office to see if there are any copies of the book available to be 
borrowed.)  

2) Read the introduction to the book (pages 9-13).  

3) Read Chapters 4 and 5, “The Calendar” and “The Weekend” (pages 81-115). 

 4) Read any three other chapters from the “The Calendar” Section: Choose from 
Chapters 6-13. 

 5) Read any one chapter from Part 3, “Self”: Choose from chapters 16-25. 

 6) Write an essay that explains the following:  

1. Whether you feel that this book is appropriate to teenagers, and whether you 
would suggest that other teens read this book? 

2. Write a small paragraph for each of the six chapters that you read, briefly 
describing their content and purpose  

3. Write at least two paragraphs, with clear examples of whether or not your Torah 
High studies reflect the material you read.  

4. Give at least five examples of things that you read that you previously did not 
know. Describe what effect, if any, they had on you.  

5. Write a concluding paragraph reflecting your opinion of the overall goal and impact 
of the book, and whether or not you plan on reading the book completely, and why. 

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you receive 
a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your stu dy will be marked out of 10 and 
the mark with comments will be emailed to you. 



 
Book Report Choice #2:  

“The Rosh Hashana/Yom Kippur Survival Kit” by 
Shimon Apisdorf 

Grade 10 curriculum focuses on the Jewish calendar and this book report reflects this 
Book Title: Gateway to Judaism. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components are 
included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “The Rosh Hashana/ Yom Kippur Survival Kit” by Shimon 
Apisdorf. (You can find it at any Jewish bookstore, or you may contact the Torah High 
office to see if there any copies of the book available to be borrowed)  

2) Read the entire book. 

3) After reading this book, how can you now enhance your High Holiday experience? 
Make a list of 10-12 “tips”, advice, or share an explanation of something that you 
learned. Ensure that they are chosen from throughout the book! Each item should be 
explained in some detail (minimum 2 sentences for each item).  

4) In essay form, choose 3 topics or ideas that were covered extensively in the book. 
What insights or depth were you given on the topic (example: prayer/ the High Holiday 
service)? How did it relate to the High holidays? How could it relate to other aspects of 
your life? (Minimum 2 pages)  

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you receive 
a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your stu dy will be marked out of 10 and 
the mark with comments will be emailed to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Book Report Choice #3:  

“The One Hour Purim Primer” by Shimon Apisdorf 

Grade 10 curriculum focuses on the Jewish calendar and this book report reflects this 
Book Title: Gateway to Judaism. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components are 
included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “ The One Hour Purim Primer”, by Shimon Apisdorf, published 
by Leviathan Press (You can find it at any Jewish bookstore, or you may contact the 
Torah High office to see if there are any copies of the book available to borrow).  

2) Please read the Outline and Overview of the Megillah (pages 15-21). In your own 
words; 

a) Summarize the story.  
b) In your opinion, who is the main character/hero of the story and why? 
c) What role does this person have in changing Jewish history?  

3) Read the Five Questions People Ask About Purim (pages 23-35).What is the one 
major theme that connects all the questions/answers?  

4) Please read Missiles, Masks and Miracles (pages 56-64).  

a) Which story made the biggest impression on you and why?  
b) Why did the Author of The One Hour Purim Primer choose to place this specific 

excerpt from Missiles, Masks and Miracles in his book about Purim? 

 5) How do the customs of Purim (pages 35-47) reflect the overall theme of the story 
of the Megillah?  

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you receive 
a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your stu dy will be marked out of 10 and 
the mark with comments will be emailed to you.  


