
 

Independent Study                         

Grade 9 Religious Studies HRE23  

There are two book choices you may choose from in order to complete your 
independent Study and earn 10 out of class hours. Choose from one of the 
following:  

Book Report Choice #1:  

“Love Your Neighbor” by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin 

Grade 9 curriculum focuses on the basics of Judaism and core values and this 
book report reflects this book title: Love Your Neighbor. 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components 
are included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “Love Your Neighbor” by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin. (You can find 
it at any Jewish bookstore, or you may contact the Torah High office to see if 
there any copies of the book available to be borrowed.)  

2) Choose thirty “Mitzvos” from the book.  

3) Write two short sentences on each ‘Mitzva’ summing up the Mitzvos you 
chose. Ensure that the Mitzvos you choose are from throughout the book and not 
from one specific section.  

5) Write an essay answering the following questions entirely:  

1. Did you find the book inspiring? Why?  
2. Did you find that the book gave you a new perspective on the idea of Love 

you neighbor? Why?  
3. Do you feel that this book is appropriate to teenagers, and whether you 

would suggest that other teens read this book? 
4. Choose five mitzvos and expand on them by giving one or two different 

examples. Explain why you chose these particular examples.  
5. Describe whether this book shows that the Torah overall is a guidebook to 

human relations. Clearly explain your answer and provide examples. 

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you 
receive a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study will be 
marked out of 10 and the mark with comments will be  emailed to you. 



 
Book Report Choice #2 

“Jewish Matters” by Doron Kornbluth  

Grade 9 Students focuses on the basics of Judaism and core values and this 
book report reflects this book title: Jewish Matters . 

Read the following instructions carefully and ensur e that all components 
are included in your report. 

1) Purchase the book “Jewish Matters”. (You can find it at any Jewish Bookstore, 
or you may contact the Torah High office to see if there any copies of the book 
available to be borrowed).  

2) Read the entire book.  

3) Summarize each essay in one paragraph.  

4) Choose your three favorite essays; ONE from each section (Our People, Our 
Life, Our G-d).  

5) Write a three page essay answering the following questions:  

1. Did you find the book interesting?  
2. Why did you choose these three essays in particular?  
3. How are they different from one another?  
4. How are they similar?  
5. Describe one lesson and two new pieces of Jewish knowledge you 

learned from each.  

Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you 
receive a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study will be 
marked out of 10 and the mark with comments will be  emailed to you. 
 


