
 

Independent Study                         

Grade 12 Philosophy HZT4U  

There are two book choices you may choose from in order to complete your 
Independent Study and earn 10 out of class hours. Choose from one of the following:  

Book Report Choice #1:  

“The Thinking Jewish Teenager’s Guide to Life” by D r. 
Akiva Tatz 

Grade 12 Philosophy curriculum focuses on the deeper philosophical ideas in Judaism, 
and this independent study book report reflects that book title: The Thinking Jewish 
Teenager’s Guide to Life. 
 
1) Purchase the book “The Thinking Jewish Teen ager’s Guide to Life”, by Dr. Akiva 
Tatz, published by Targum Press Publications. (You can find it at any Jewish bookstore, 
or you may contact the Torah High office to see if there any copies of the book available 
to be borrowed.)  
 
2) Read the Introduction to the book.  
 
3) Read Chapters 1-3.  
 
4) Read chapter 9, entitled “Faith”. 
 
5) Read any other chapter in the book.  
 
6) Write an essay that explains the following: 

a) Whether you feel that this book is appropriate to teenagers, whether it lives 
up to it’s title, and whether you would suggest that other teens read this book. 

b) Write a small paragraph for each of the five chapters (including the preface 
and foreword) that you read, briefly describing their content and purpose.  

c) Write at least two paragraphs, with clear examples of whether or not your 
Torah High studies reflect the material you read, particularly chapters 1,2 and 
9 of the book.  

d) Write at least two paragraphs explaining clearly whether you agree with the 
approaches taken in chapters 1-3. Give clear examples of why you agree or 
disagree with the points stated.  

e) Write two paragraphs that clearly explains what the book claims is Judaism 
view on the nature of Male and female relationships, and through clear 
examples explain how modern society either reflects or contrasts with the 
Jewish view, and explain whether you agree with the books overall approach 
to this topic.  



 
f) Write a concluding paragraph reflecting your opinion of the overall goal and 

impact of the book, and whether or not you plan on reading the book 
completely, and why  

 
Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you 
receive a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study will be marked out 
of 10 and the mark with comments will be emailed to  you. 
 

Book Report Choice #2:  

“The Forty-Eight Ways to Wisdom” by Rabbi Noah 
Weinberg 

Grade 12 Philosophy curriculum focuses on the deeper philosophical ideas in Judaism, 
and this independent study book report reflects that book title: The Thinking Jewish 
Teenager’s Guide to Life. 
 
1) Visit the website www.aish.com, and find the list of articles entitled “The 48 Ways to 
Wisdom” by Rabbi Noah Weinberg. 
  
2) Read the Introduction to the 48 ways, and Way 1.  
 
3) Read your choice of 10 “Ways”  
 
4) Write an essay that explains the following: 

a) Whether you feel that these articles are appropriate for teenagers, and 
whether you would suggest that other teens read these articles;  

b) Write 1 paragraph for each of the 11 “Ways” that you read, briefly describing 
their content and purpose, plus describing at least two practical methods for 
achieving mastery of that “Way”, and clearly explaining why you chose each 
specific “way”.  

c) Write at least two paragraphs, with clear examples, of whether or not your 
Torah High studies reflect the material you read.  

d) Give at least five examples of things that you read that you previously did not 
know, and describe what effect, if any, they had on you.  

e) Write one paragraph which briefly describes the methodology the author uses 
for each way, and whether or not you agree with the methodology and why.  

f) Write a concluding paragraph reflecting your opinion of the overall goal and 
impact of the “48 Ways”, and whether or not you plan on reading the rest of 
the ways, and why.  

 
Completed report is to be emailed to Nechama@torahhigh.org . Ensure you 
receive a confirmation of receipt upon submitting. Your study will be marked out 
of 10 and the mark with comments will be emailed to  you. 
 


